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After 66 years, we are still rising, still uplifting others

Proverbs 11:25 (MSG), which says: “The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help oth-
ers are helped,” aptly intones KKFI's theme for the year 2015 - “We Rise by Lifting Others.”

Sixty-six years had passed since the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFl) was founded as a United
Methodist Church-related social development institution, yet it has not lost sight of its commitment that aims
to serve the most underprivileged and economically disadvantaged members of our society.

Since then, education and training have been the heart of KKFI's programs and services. This is the main
vehicle and methodology used to transform people, sectoral groups and whole communities as embodied in
the Primary Purpose of our Charter.

We have enhanced our educational program and our vocational and technological training through our part-
nership with DepEd and TESDA, respectively as follow:

1. The KKFI Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) has been offering Nursery, Kindergarten,
and Supervised Neighborhood Play in three communities at present.

2. ARternative Learning System
We are now into the 4th year of implementing the Alternative Learning System (ALS) program and there are
more than 100 out-of-school children and youth who enrolled this year.

3. Training for Employment

In order to help address the problems of education and employment of youth, we have partnered with Next
Generation Technological College to implement a new program that will allow out-of-school youth, who gradu-
ated from high school but who, because of poverty, could no longer pursue education, whether college or
technical-vocatio-nal courses.

The training program offers TESDA-accredited courses using the Dual Training System (DTS), a training de-
livery system that involves two venues of learning: the training center where theoretical inputs are given and
the industry-based training, where practical training is held. The course design is based on the need of the
industry-partner with the approval of TESDA.The training had officially started in December, with an enrol-
ment of 37 students, most of whom came from various municipalities of the Apayao province.

4. Livelihood Training and Entrepreneurship
The KKFI is an accredited training and testing center of TESDA. In 2015, we were able to train 230 individu-
als in massage therapy and beauty care, specializing in hair science.
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Through the years, KKFl was able to carry on its mission, to be an agent of revolutionizing change through
education and community empowerment. And it has not only survived, it flourished. We are able also to
continue our social services such as Student Ministry, Youth Advocacies, Healing Ministry & Community
Outreach, Day Center for the Elderly and others.

The KKFI has been blessed as our theme for the year and the Scripture verse suggest. On KKFI's self-
reliant objective, | am pleased to announce that KKFI, based on the audited Financial Statements as of
December 31, 2015, is now financially self-sufficient to carry out its various programs and services. By
God’s grace and His Divine intervention, KKFI has greatly enhanced its resource mobilization through the
following:

Networking and Partnership

We have established networks and partnerships through LOVE (Learning Opportunities thru Volunteer En-
gagement) with the United Methodist Agencies that helped us advocate in addressing issues and mobilize
resources for our programs.

a. We continue to receive grants from United Methodist Women, General Board on Global Ministries
through Advance, North Georgia Conference-Bridge Program, LaGrange College and from individuals and
local churches in the US to support our various programs.

b. The US Peace Corps chose KKFI for the third year to be the venue of their initial orientation to new
batch of volunteers. “A Day with Peace Corps” was done at the Manila North Cemetery on September 9,
2015, participated in by at least 105 children and parents.

c. Established a Vocational School in partnership with Next Generation Technological College that offers
TESDA-accredited courses using Dual Training System (DTS)

Effective Management and stewardship of Resources

a. Effective operational and financial management plus enhanced team work among the Staff.

b. Continuing upgrade and renovations of facilities such as the former gentlemen’s dorm now converted
to air-conditioned Guest House, conversion of the 2nd floor of Nellie Mercado Hall to a Training Center

for Great Seas Mariners, upgrade of Student Center and the Gymnasium with a built-in small office being
rented out.

Amid everything, KKFI remains committed to its Vison, Mission and Goals of serving the poor.

We give our thanks and praises to God for the chance to celebrate the challenge in working with our net-
work partners . They have helped us realize our mission as we move into the future. Yes, “We Rise by Lift-
ing Others”!

To God be the glory!

-
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David D. Gutierrez

Humbled and Motivated to Do More

I am thankful to God that He has given the management and staff of the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation
Inc. (KKFI) an opportunity to serve as an expression of His love to the last, the least and the lost.

| am especially humbled by the appreciation expressed by the members of the KKFI Board of Trustees, the
project partners here and abroad, the beneficiaries, and all the rest of the stakeholders.

| am amazed at the Board’s patience and support to the management and staff. The Board members have
been very generous in their appreciation of our efforts. They inspire us.

The truth is, we are deeply indebted to the Board, headed by its chairperson, Mr. David Gutierrez. Their in-
dividual and collective brilliance and foresight are a constant inspiration. Their all-out support and the clear
and concrete goals they have set for us make our respective jobs easier to achieve.

| am also thankful to the members of the staff for their loyalty and cooperation. | am grateful, too, for their
companionship and the joy that it brings to me and, | hope, to everyone in the KKFI family.

| hope it would be a downer when | ask you, as | am asking you right now, to not be complacent and work
harder. The work for the glory of the Lord and for the service to the people do not become easier. The truth
is the other way around.

Much is expected to us and we must prove that we are up to the task, motivated not so much by the praises
we receive from time to time but by the sense of achievement of God’s task for KKFI.

It is easy to rest on our laurels, but that is not the right attitude at this point. The “Kapatiran,” as we are
popularly known, must continue (intensify, even) its march toward its ideal—a society where justice, peace
and abundance reign.

The KKFI has been existing for more than six and a half decades. It has survived many challenges, and more
are coming. Indeed, some are already here. Let us be courageous in facing them.

There are so many issues—moral, social, economic, political, and spiritual—that organizations such as ours
must respond to. We must keep up. We must be flexible. We must be focused enough to improve our learning
curve as we are compelled to learn new skills to respond effectively to new challenges.

Indeed, we must keep KKFI relevant to the times. We must be guided by the holy words written in Colossians
3:23-24: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord and not for human masters,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord you are serving.”

Nan ‘@aluya—NicoIas



THE GRAY-COLORED KID AVATAR

By Christian Love D. Gagno

At six, most kids g@o to school o learn their ABCs and
1-2-3's, but this ash-covered boy learns life through
first-hand experience of poverly, hunger, garbage and
flies,

He I5 Avatar.

The kid's name fascinated me. | thought of the movie
"Awatar,” where animated characters are blue-colored.
But this kid is not blue but gray. After all the dumpsite
would turn anyone's sKin into gray.

The dumpsite becomes the playground for Avatar with
his cousins and other little ones whose parents work
as scavengers in the dumpsite,

Like in the movie, their community |5 almost isolated
and not known to many. Who would have thought that
people could survive living beside the dump? Instead
of flowers, plastics and bottles are the common sight
around It, Instead of butterfly kisses, they feel flies
kissing their faces. Instead of playground, the dump-
site Is a place of fun,

After serving in the Looban, KKFI saw the need for little
ones o have a safe space for playing and learning. It
was June 2015, Supervised Neighborhood Play start-
ed for O - &-year-old children in the community living
beside the dumpsite. It aims to prepare the children
when they enroll in Grade 1. Avatar is one of 20 chil-
dren who sing songs, create an art waork with thelir little
hands, and play together,

"Maliligo na ako!(l will take a bath now!)," he would ex-
claim whenaver he sees me coming. He would do this
every tima he spots my pink bag, where | put the things
that | use for teaching.lt was a signal for him that it is
¢lass time again,

He tries to clean himself and wears any clothes he
could find at home Nobody's there to attend to him.
After that, he would show up 1o me and say: "Maligo na
ako” (| have taken a bath!) and walts for my affirmation
"Good job, Avatarl”

Thera are timas when he refuses to come during our
special events because he has nothing decent to wear.
One day | asked him, "Where is your mom?" Innocentiy,
he replied, "l don't know. She doesn't love me because
she left me.”

My heart brokewhen | heard these words coming from
a little boy. Later, | leamed that his grandparents are
the ones taking care of him, It is usual for him to say
during class, "Ate Love, gutomnaako (Ate Love, | am
hungry}."He rarely takes any breakfast before coming
to class. What we feed him serves as his breakfast and
lunch.

Yet in spite of life's difficulty, he remains positive. And
responsible, too. He can be told to do things like fixing
the things we use, clean the classroom area, and even
call his friends.

One timea after class, as | was holding him in my arms,
toid him: “You will go to a formal school soon, sweet-
heart.”

"But | don't know how to write my name yet," he replied
shyly. With the help of volunteers, he started tracing
his name.

"Waya Kona, Ate Lowvel (I can already do it, Ate
Love!l"hedeclared one day. With a pencil in his hand,
he slowly wrote M-A-R-K J-A-5-0-N.

Al last, he has succeeded in writing his real name.
There are still many things to conquer as he grows up.
With God's grace, despite the inevitable failures along
the way to the greater successes, Avatar will pursue
and keep his faith, Like in Avatar, the movie, goodness
will prevail. Avatar, the once and still sometimes col-
ored-gray kid, will likewise enjoy a happy ending.

Lessons Learned at Likharal

By Jeanny Rose Valencia Palomares

“The meaning of life is to find your gift, and the pur-
pose of living is to gve it away™ - Unknown

Joining the Vacation Church School/Likharal team
2015 as a volunteer teacher is the best thing that ever
happenad to me. It was a life-<changing experience. It
changed my perspective towards my profession and
my life,

Before the Likharal week started, | knew it that it will
be just a part of my work as a volunteer in KKFI at the
same time it will just be an experience that | need to
acquire points for my application in the Departmeant of
Education (DepEd).

They were very selfish reasons. But after tha first ses-
sion, and as | reflectedon the things that happened
that day, one question popped out in my mind and it
goes like this: "Am | living with a purpose or am | just
living for my dreams?"

In Proverbs 19:21: “Many are the plans in a person's
heart. but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails.” | had
S0 many dreams, so many plans for my future but none
of them happened. | never expect nor dream nor imag-
ing myself teaching in a community like the Manila
Morth Cemetery (MNC).

I never planned for it, but God did. Bacause He knows
that it will help me realize and appreciate the things
that | have.

He has given me everything in life—agood family, good
education and a comfortable living but | can say that
I'm not truly happy and contented. | always felt before
that everything is not enough.Maybe because thera's
no purpose, only dreams that | have to reach.

Likharal taught me to dream with a purpose: to dream,
not just for your own benefit but to dream for other
people, knowing that you can make a difference.

Children in MNC had nothing aside from their families
but you can see in them the happiness in their hearts,
the contentment of living, the eagemess and determi-
nation in their eyes, their joy in every activity and their
dreams inside that someday they will be able to make
it and show the world that they made it, they turmed
their dreams into realities. But, one of the most strik-
ing lessons that Likharal taught me is that in every-
thing give thanks and the appreciation of every little
thing in life. Sometimes, people miss out on appreciat-
ing small things but sometimes these are the things
ane must really appreciate.

You can never find real happiness on material things
or places you had been Even fame will never make you
happy and joyful. It will always be those people who
truly love you and the experiences you had been
through.

To sum up the lessons | learned and what those VG5

had taught me are:

1. Ewverything happens really for a reason: either to
break you or make you strong.

2. We all meet people with a purpose, sometimes we
take someone for granted when we are occupied with
our selfish reasons but at some point, the people we
meet are those people we destined to meet.

3. When you help, do it whole-heartadly, not because
you need to do it. Do it with a heart, because if you
don't do it with a heart, you will end up frustrated if
they do not return the favor.

4, Living is not for you alone; living is for the people
you love and for the people who needs you.

5. Contentment and appreciation of everything
{whether small or big) is the key for real joy.

6. And lastly, dream with purpose and believe it that
you can make a difference. Just do your best in every-
thing. Don't let selfishness bring you down! Always do
thing wholeheartedly. i
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RELEVANCE OF ALTERNATIVE LEARNING SYSTEM FOR OSY AND THEIR FAMILIES

By Vincent V. Eliver

Out-of-school-youths (0SYs) consider ALS or the Alter-
native Learning System as the last resort in their effort
to achieve their goals in life. They have countless stories
to tell why they dropped and were not able to continue
their studies.

Patrick Cortez, 16, a third grade dropout from Manila
North Cemetery, related that he had no chance of going
back to formal school after failing tests twice.

“No one will provide for my support to continue my stud-
ies after my parents separated. | am now living with my
unemployed mother while my father is taking care of
his own family,” he said matter-of-factly.

Priscilla Fernandez, 16, shared the same plight after
the latter had a misunderstanding and broken relation-
ship with her parents. They cut off their support for her
studies in the middle of the school year.

On the other hand, Jasper Tiglao, Ericka Teliquido and
Sarah Mae Cleto dropped from school after failing to
cope with school expenses. They came from families
with parents who work as tomb caretakers and flower
vendors in the cemetery.

The rest of the OSY decided to abandon their studies
to earn for their jobless parents. They work as beggars,
sampaguita vendors, tricycle drivers and household
helpers.

Often times, parents are reluctant to send their children
to formal schools given the choice between spending
the money for education and for the family’s survival.
There are circumstances that parents prevented their
young kids to attend school to make them oversee
younger siblings and do household chores while they
are working.

In the context of disadvantageous experiences such as
these, the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation, Inc. (KKFI)
Alternative Learning System (ALS) program was born.

We at KKFI refuse to accept that these children and
youth be allowed to stop dreaming. The KKFI made ed-
ucation very easy and convenient to these children by
bringing ALS classes right to their communities follow-
ing the true concept and essence of the ALS program.
It provides most of the things the learners need to have
access to better education.

A story of one of the hopeful ALS students is that of
Sarah Mae Cleto, now 15 years old. She is a consist-
ent honor pupil during her elementary years but had to
stop her studies while she was in Grade 7. Sarah was
born from parents who derived their income as flower
vendors at the gate of Manila North Cemetery. The in-
cident made her very depressed but she was thankful
after she found KKFI ALS.

Since then, Sarah became an active learner attending
ALS classes conducted inside the Manila North Cem-

etery that started in July 2015. In her essay written on
September 24, 2015 about the good things ALS had
brought to her life, she wrote: “I'm very much thankful
to KKFI for providing my school supplies and snacks
while attending the classes. | do not have to worry
about these and transportation expenses.”

She added that “KKFI ALS includes in their teaching
not only the intellectual aspects but also real life experi-
ences which helped me discover who | am. | discovered
my hidden talents that helped me in bringing back my
self-confidence.”

Being on top of the class, Sarah is motivated to study
hard. She has been doing her essay exercises to pass
the Accreditation and Equivalency Examination in the
hope of earning a scholarship slot from KKFI.

Another story is that of Margoh De La Paz, 17, a 7th
grade dropout from Magsaysay, Tondo. He enrolled
in KKFI ALS held in Barangay 109 in Tondo. He related
that ALS is very important for him because he gained
knowledge and skills to advance toward a better life.

In his essay written on February 15, 2015 he says, “I
will not gamble my time and never lose this opportunity.
This is the only way | can reach my goal. I'm confident
that through the knowledge | gained from ALS, | can
pass the examination.”

Rolly Boy Rejano, 23, also from Magsaysay, related that
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he attended ALS to pursue his dreams of facing the test
of reality despite being born to a poor family.

He said, “ALS is giving me a brand new hope. This is my
second and last chance. | will not be complacent but
do the best | can. | know | can do all of these through
prayers asking God his blessing and guidance.”

Rolly Boy dreams of becoming a seaman after pass-
ing the Accreditation and Equivalency Examination. He
thinks that he has no other possible way to finish high
school other than ALS because of his age.

These learners share the same aspirations about their
personal improvement and concern for their family’s
future making ALS very relevant in building strong fam-
ily and community.

The KKFl is always on the side of the youth who want to
change their lives for the better. At present, KKFl is con-
tinuing its ALS program to help more OSYs like Patrick,
Priscilla, Sarah, Margoh, and Rolly Boy. The KKFI aims
to help them build their trust and confidence to renew,
nourish and realize their goals in life.

They are the children and youth catered by KKFI Alter-
native Learning System Program conducted in Manila
North Cemetery, St. Peter United Methodist Church in
Navotas City, and Barangays 107 and 109 in Magsay-
say, Tondo in Manila.

Education is the last recourse for the out-of-school
youth and children to achieve their goals. The hope that
it brings to the youth makes ALS very relevant, indeed.




PARTNERS IN DEVELOPING FILIPINO YOUTH

By Susana Estillore Magnaye

The Accreditation and Equivalency Program is a Non-
Formal Education (NFE) Program that provides certifi-
cation of learning for out-of-school children, youth and
adults who are unable to avail of education in the for-
mal school system, or who have dropped out of formal
elementary or secondary education.

o ~

The Alternative Learning System (ALS) teacher of the
Department of Education (DepEd) is in partner in teach-
ing and molding each individual in our society. Because
of the mission of the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation
Inc. (KKFI), that is to help the Out-of-School Youth (OSY)
to improve their self-esteem and be a good role model
in the society, we joined their institution. One of the
learning centers is located in Sta. Mesa Heights United
Methodist Church. It's good and overwhelming to note
that each and everyone accepted us and, thus, we have
a lot of learners, young and adults, to whom we teach
the right family values.

Our learners in P. Paredes Sampaloc, Manila in Ka-
patiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) show their
willingness and eagerness to learn by attending the as-
sessment sessions regularly. After our assessment of
ALS Accreditation and Equivalency Program, with the
help of the Mindbank Training and Skills Corporation,

Department of Education (DepEd) and Technical Edu-
cation and Skills Development Authority (TESDA), we
conducted training on Food and Beverages Services
NC IIl (Barista Training at KKFI). Our deepest gratitude
to KKFI for allowing us to use their facilities as training
center. The 23 participants made it, some got a job,

= it S
1l = -

while others continued their formal schooling,

We also conducted Accreditation and Equivalency
Program summer classes in Manila North Cemetery
(MNC). The place is considered notorious and danger-
ous because a lot of kids and adults allegedly use illegal
and prohibited drugs, while others believe to engage in
snatching but this does not stop us to pursue our duty
as educators. We did our best to help the community
to become more productive and peaceful.

With the help of KKFI, we continue to teach, serve and
help them to the best of our knowledge and abilities.

In behalf of Ma’am Gillan and Ma’am Xenia, | would
like to thank KKFI for giving us the opportunity to be
its partner in giving hope and guidance to the students
and their community in building a better and brighter
future.

KKFI BAND AND CARE GROUP

By Tana Rae P. Briones
BS Civil Engineering Student at FEU-Institute of Technology

in July 2014. For me, it was a new environment, so |
have to deal with several adjustments.

First, the only people | knew were dormitory staff and '
my roommates, whom | was uncomfortable at that |

time, especially during my first night. By Septem-
ber of 2014, | was informed and invited to perform

a song number in the small gathering sponsored by |

the dormitory called the “OA Party” (Orientation and
Acquaintance Party).

Kuya Arvin Reyes was one of the emcees of the event
together with Pastor Floyd Alcantara, the KKFI chap-
lain. That was the start of my life at KKFI.

As days passed, Kuya Arvin and | grew accustomed
to each other, agreeing on one thing—music. Then he
came up with an idea of putting up a band at KKFI
dorm during the “One Day” event, (a once-a-month
youth gathering at KKFI) which is being held every
last Friday of the month.

| eventually agreed to it, because for some reason |
find it interesting and also | think that it will be an op-
portunity for residents to show their musical talents
and, thus, share it to the rest of the community.
During our first event as a band, Pastor Floyd intro-
duced us as, “Arvin and the Chipmunks.”

The band was composed of three KKFI dormitory
residents (namely Elijah on lead guitar, Vincent on

bass guitar, and me, Tana, on vocals), a program
staff member of KKFI (Kuya Arvin on percussion) and
lastly a friend of Kuya Arvin, a church mate of his
(Kuya Jay on keyboards).

Our first event was a success, which then marked
the start of our band. This eventually led me to be
on the care group. At first, my view about the care
group was negative. But because all the members
are my friends, | became curious about what's really
happening inside the circle, so | joined one session.

After that session, | decided to keep attending and
every time | attended Kuya Arvin’s care group | felt
that | have found “a home away from home.” Though
| never expected to find a home here at KKFI, | did. |
consider myself blessed to be here.

Ever since I've been with KKFI, | have experienced
unending blessings and opportunities. KKFI really
brought me more closely to my faith. Although the
KKFI is a United Methodist institution and | am a
Catholic, still we are all Christians.
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K-HUB (K-STUDENTS’ HUB)
KAPATIRAN STUDENT CENTER

MISSION/VISION STATEMENT
The Mission

K-HUB: The KAPATIRAN Student Center
aims to provide a venue for student rec-
reation, socialization, spiritual growth
and holistic development in line with
the ideals and core values of KKFI: edu-
cation, self-empowerment, leadership,
volunteerism, service and spirituality. It is dedicated
to the personal growth and development of KKFI's
student residents and young people, making KKFIl a
more ideal “home away from home” for its residents.

The Vision

K-HUB: The KAPATIRAN Student Center is envisioned
to be the center of campus ministry of KKFI and its
partner churches and institutions for the holistic for-
mation - spiritual, intellectual, physical and moral
development - of KKFI students and young people
as we prepare them to become effective leaders in
church and society.

The Purpose

The KAPATIRAN Student Center is devoted to the
recreation, socialization, and holistic well-being of
young people particularly college students who are
residents and guests of KKFI. The center aims to do
this by offering facilities, programs, activities, and
services on music, arts, literature, sports, spirituality,
etc. that are relevant for today’s young people.

The center is also strategically located near KKFI's
wellness center and dining area, providing easy ac-
cess to students who would like to rest and relax. It is
also located near the Chaplain’s office, providing ac-
cess to students who need counseling and prayers.

Furthermore, the center may serve as a meeting area
for student groups and organization, as a small con-
ference center, or as a chapel. As the center of stu-

dent residents’ officer’s affairs and ac-
tivities, it may also house other student
groups outside KKFI. In the spirit of true
ecumenism, we welcome students of
all faith traditions to participate as fully
as possible in all the center’s programs.
We have much to learn from each other.

Intentionally, we want the Kapatiran
student center to be a vehicle for spir-
itual nourishment, evangelization and discipleship
where we will hold small group gatherings, devotions,
praise and worship music through the PA system and
a venue for a regular worship gatherings with partner
churches and organizations.

Pro-students:

The Student Center is a student friendly environ-
ment. All programs and facilities are for the benefit
of the students.

Student for students: Run by students for students.
It is our advocacy to gather volunteers and train lead-
ers. It is our hope to revive the Student Council of
the dorm for them to run the center for their fellow
students.

CORE VALUES:
LIVES
LEADERSHIP
INTERGRITY
VOLUNTEERISM
EDUCATION AND
SPIRITUALITY

SELF REGULATION OR RULES: 4K OF K-HUB
KALINISAN
KAAYUSAN
KATAHIMIKAN
KAPATIRAN
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A BETTER LIFE FOR HER FAMILY

By Glenda B. Gutierrez

“l want a better life for my family. | want a bigger house
for us and a small business for my mother,” says Ja-
zel J. Resurreccion, a scholar of Kapatiran-Kaunlaran
Foundation Inc. (KKFI).

Jazel came from a poor family in Brgy. Dulong Malabon
in Pulilan, Bulacan. Her father’'s earnings as a repair
man of home appliances are small and irregular. He
works in their small house. Her mother, meanwhile, is
a farm laborer, sowing and harvesting. The work is sea-
sonal. Jazel knows that she must save a small amount
of capital for a business to earn extra for the family.

Jazel is the eldest among five siblings. The second child
fell from a tree the previous year. He went into a coma
and died after 10 days.

She learned of the KKFI scholarship program in 2010
from their barangay chairman. Mr. Vincent Eliver, then
the Gilead administrator and now one of the social
workers of KKFI, recommended Jazel, who was then a
first year high school student. For the next four years,
she became a scholar of KKFI.

After graduating from high school in 2014, she stopped
studying, and worked as a saleslady selling ladies’ ac-
cessories in a small shop in Robinson’s Mall. The rea-
son, she says, was simple: Her family could not afford
sending her to college.

But by the grace of God, KKFI expanded its scholarship
program in 2015. The beneficiaries of this program

included former Gilead residents and scholars who
passed the screening process. Mrs. Lorna Pradillada,
KKFI social worker, met her by chance at the mall and
invited her to apply.She passed the qualification exam
with flying colors.

As a scholar, she is required to render volunteer ser-
vices during vacation and free time. She volunteered in
LikhAral (Create and Learn) Program, which gave her a
meaningful experience and aptitude for teaching.

Jazel is now a first year BS Elementary Education stu-
dent at the Bulacan State University, Pulilan Campus.
She volunteers at the Kalinga Mo, Kinabukasan Ko
(Your Care, My Future)Program at Brgy. Longos (Dump-
site and Tramo) three times a week.

Jazel says despite the struggles in teaching boisterous
children, she enjoys her time with the kids “Pang-tang-
gal pagod(It's a stress-reliever),” she says.

She said her volunteer work has helped her build her
self-confidence and socialization skills. She is now able
to lead in youth projects. In fact, she is now an awardee
of the Youth Lead Educate and Advocate for Develop-
ment (YLEAD) in 2015.

Jazel is very thankful for the opportunities given by
KKFI. She said being a scholar opened opportunities
to attend youth camp and join field trips in different
places.

Knowing that scholarship program’s budget is limited,
Jazel still works at the mall during Sundays to earn her
pocket money as well as help her family financially.

She is very thankful to KKFI and to friends from La
Grange College who pledged to support her college tui-
tion fees. She prays that both institutions will continue
with their programs to help youth like her.

Indeed, as her favorite quote goes, “Every cloud has a
silver lining.” She believes every problem has a solution.

Jazel believes God is using KKFI to help achieve dreams
like hers, which is to carve a better life for her family.



12

LEADER IN ME

By Rex M. Dayao

Millennials, or those who were born after 1980s until
year 2000, are considered as individuals who are past-
paced, dynamic and highly engaged or disengaged.
Gadgets, technology and the changing culture of the
society have shaped their way of thinking and doing
things.

While they are considered highly talented and capa-
ble of multi-tasking, their ability to finish tasks and
find their purpose seems to be a struggle since a lot of
things distract them.

At KKFI, the millennials are
our participants in the De-
velopment and Protective
Services Project in three
highly urbanized communi-
ties in Manila and Bulacan.
Some of them attend the
Alternative Learning Sys-
tem while others attend tu-
torial services of Kapatiran.
Almost all of them know the
stigma of being a school
drop-out, a black sheep of
the family or the frequent
subject of bullying because
of their economic status.

Kapatiran knows that our youth participants are capa-
ble of initiating their own change, among themselves,
in their family and in their community.

Last August 12, 2015, at least 30 youth of Kapatiran
joined the International Youth Day at the SM Skydome.
They were able to hear inspiring stories of leaders like:
Cherrie Atilano, the founder of AGREA, which revo-
lutionized farming and gave dignity to those who are
engaged in agriculture and Sabrian Ogkiko, a graduate
of a prominent school who chose to teach in a public
school and initiate education reform.

In September 2015, staff members of KKFI created
the project YLEAD (Youth Lead Educate & Advocate
for Development). It started with a three-day training
for the 76 youth participants on self-awareness, group
dynamics, project development and community organ-

izing. Each group was mentored by KKFI staff members
and volunteers. The six groups implemented projects
on Protective Behavior, Climate Change Mitigation, Re-
cycling, Education and Feeding Program.

During the culmination activity last December 2015,
the young leaders received recognition certificates
from KKFI as proof of their valuable contribution to
their communities.

WendilynAliwalas, a KKFI scholar and young facilitator,
said: “Through YLEAD, | was able to reach out to people
even if they are new to me. We are inspired by Program
Officers like Sir Vincent
Eliver, who helped us to
be the best person we
can be. Because of our
community project at the
Manila North cemetery, |
was able to feed hungry
children and had the op-
portunity to teach them.
I will never forget that |
was able to connect in
my community and do
something meaningful.”

The group from Navotas
led by our GMF Volun-
teer, Nora Cunningham,
was invited to the Young South East Asian Leaders Ini-
tiative Anniversary at the Rizal Park on December 12,
2015. The US Embassy in Manila allowed the group to
showcase their recycled materials to youth leaders and
organizations in the country. They were also given the
chance to meet other youth organizations doing their
own advocacies.

The YLEAD project was able to unleash the leader
among our youth participants. We believe in their ca-
pacity and we will always provide them the chance to
do something relevant, as millennials and as a leader
of KKFI in their respective communities. Their project
involved hosting a Christmas Party for the youth in-
mates of the Bulacan Provincial Jail. They planned and
raised funds for the activity.
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FROM DESPAIR TO HOPE

(Reflections of Trainees of Training for Employment (T4E)
By Nitz E. Nicolas

“Excited, nervous, fearful, happy, dream coming true,
blessed, but most of all we became closer to God.”

These were some of the words that came out of the
mouths of the majority of the 37 young people who
comprise the first batch of trainees of NextGen-KKFI
Technical Vocational Training Center
in Gilead Center in Barangay Tibag,
Pulilan, Bulacan.

Out of the 37 trainees, 35 of them
came from the province of Apayao,
one from Pampanga and another
from Pulilan, Bulacan. Twenty-six of
them were boys and 11 were girls.

The first batch of trainees arrived at
Gilead on January 8, 2016. They had
the opportunity to meet and mingle
with LaGrange College students from
Georgia, USA, who were in Gilead at
that time for an exposure with the
community and street children be-
ing serviced by Kapatiran-Kaunlaran
Foundation Inc. (KKFI) under the pro-
gram Kalinga Mo Kinabukasan Ko
(KMKK).

Most of the trainees were high school
graduates and some of them have fin-
ished college but have failed to find jobs in their own
province. Most of them have lost hopes and thought
that they would be stuck in the province without the
means to support themselves and their families.

But God has his own way of changing the lives of these
young people. He sent our partner, the team from Next
Generation Technical School, under the leadership of
its President, Mr. Albert Pagdanganan, to a far-flung
area in Apayao Province.

With the help of the mayor of Marag Valley, Apayao and
its governor, the 35 young people were organized and
were sent to Gilead for a three-month training. The
mayor gave his all-out support to the project, even pro-
viding the young people free transportation.

It has been more than two months as of this writing.
That meant they were two-thirds of their way to finish-

ing the in-classroom phase of the training. Most of them
admitted missing their families, but they had to fight off
the emotion. Inside their hearts, they could see the ray
of hope. Their dream of a better life is unfolding before
them. Patience is a virtue that they need more than ever.

One of the trainees is George Tag-
baban, a HS graduate. He was the
team leader of the three groups of
trainees.

“Back in Apayao, | was just a ven-
dor of vegetables, doing buy and
sell,” George said. “Life is so hard
in my province, | thought life would
be good then...four years ago | was
an OFW in Malaysia as a building
maintenance person. But things
went wrong as | was not able to get
an extension visa so | was deported
back to the Philippines.”

When he came to Gilead together
with his town mates, he knew from
his heart that life would be differ-
ent. Yes, studying in Gilead for the
training for employment is a dream
come true.

George said: “The best thing that
ever happened to me in Gilead is that | became closer
to God; | don’t mind waking up at 4:30 doing rounds to
wake up other trainees in preparation for the morning
devotion at 5:30 and other tasks like farming from 7 to
9 in the morning.”

Another team leader is Medard Alitan, also from Apa-
yao. He is an undergraduate college student taking up
Bachelor of Science in Education (BSE). Due to poverty,
he was not able to finish his course. He got married and
now has two children. Fortunately, his wife is working at
Apayao Provincial Capitol.

As an undergraduate, it was very hard for him to find a
job. He enrolled in TESDA and took basic electrician and
tile setting. He passed the TESDA exam and got an NC
Il certificate. But job opportunity in Apayao is so limited.

Medard said that studying in Gilead for the Dual Training
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System (DTS) and food processing is a dream come true.
“Gilead is a heavenly place, a healing place for shat-
tered dreams and wounded hearts,” he said.

“Yes, before we came in Gilead, our bodies were in pain
from poverty, from broken dreams.... hope is nowhere to
be found. We were desperate to find a job to feed our
family,” whispered Medard.

Ednalyn Aguite, also from Marag Valley, Apayao, is the
team leader of the girls. She is single and a Forestry
graduate. She wanted to take the board exam but due
to poverty she failed to enrol in a review class and take
the exam.

She is thankful to God to be able to join the Training for
Employment program in Gilead.

“Before, | only pray once or sometimes | forget to pray.
But here in Gilead, | learned to pray every day and read
the Bible every day. Through the Theology class and the
life group session, most of us have changed attitudes
and behaviour especially our spirituality. We became
closer to God” said Ednalyn.

George, Medard and Ednalyn are part of the group
that came to Gilead last January. They were chosen to
be the team leaders of the group.

The following are excerpts from my interviews with them:

“Our studies here are wholesome, aside from having
morning devotion and farming, we do have exercises,
cleaning up and after that we go to our respective class-
es on Dual Training System (DTS) and food processing.
We also have our circle of life group where we are taught
about the love of Christ and discipleship. We also talk
about ourselves, our problems, our aspirations and our
families.

“We actually missed our families, and we wish through
our prayers, God will send our love and care for them.”

“We are grateful to the NGTC-KKFI T4AE Management
headed by Mr. Rene Afable, our Training Coordinator, for
giving us the opportunity and for trusting us to become

team leader. Here, we learned how to do supervision
with our group members. Though we came from the
same province of Apayao, we are diverse in our ways of
life. We tried our best to study their various characters
and attitudes for us to get along with them and resolve
together our differences.

“Truly, it is difficult and challenging for us to be team
leaders. But on the other hand, it is rewarding, too, as
each of us have developed self-confidence and discipline.”

Mr. Rene Afable, Training Coordinator, said: “I learned to
love these young people unconditionally. Though they
have diverse personalities, ministering to them is always
a challenge.”

“They are lovable people, very industrious, kind and
would easily forgive each other’'s mistakes and with no
qualms at all in their respective duties and responsibili-
ties.”

It is the responsibility of NGTC-KKFI to produce trainees/
workers with Godly values. NGTC and KKFI will continue
to minister and disciple these young people even when
they are in the factories like, the Fisher Farm, our indus-
try partner in Bulacan.

It is also worthy to note that there are 21 young people
who were baptized last March 5, 2016. These young
people accepted Jesus Christ as their God and Saviour.

As a result of the training, a live-in couple, Edmund
James Mangoba and Diane Rose Castillo, have decided
to get married this April with the Mayor of Marag Valley
officiating the wedding.

These 37 young people would be deployed to Fisher
Farm on the second week of April. They will continue
their study and in-factory training and, at the same time,
would start receiving their allowances.

Truly, the lives of these young people have changed.
From their previous situation of despair, now the rays of
hope are coming down on them.
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LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

By Vincent Eliver

Leave No One Behind. This is the kind of mind-set Ka-
patiran-Kaunlaran Foundation, Inc. (KKFI) wants to instil
in the hearts and minds of every member and officer of
Samahan ng mga Taga-Norte (Samantaganor).

The KKFI offered its all-out support to inspire Saman-
taganor members to contribute and take part in crafting
their community programs. It urges them to and work col-
lectively and move forward together to fight poverty and
obtain a decent life.

Samantaganor is an organized group with 500 active
members who live in the Manila North Cemetery (MNC).
There are approximately 6,000-8,000 informal settlers in
the MNC using mausoleums and vacant spaces as their
homes. They work as caretakers of the mausoleums in
order to survive.

The group was organized in 1996 by a simple housewife,
Tita Villarosa, who acted as the president. The group’s
struggle was then focused on defending their livelihood
and personal belongings after experiencing harassments
and demolitions from the MNC administrator under the
term of Mayor Alfredo Lim.

To express their protest, the group showed strength by or-
ganizing rallies, filing petitions and cases against the ad-
ministrator resulting to the latter’s replacement. This suc-
cess was credited to Samantaganor, and the word about
it was spread around the area.

Amid these triumphant efforts, several agencies came
offering their services in partnership with Samantaganor

that only benefited and enjoyed by selected individuals in
the organization. Most members who were marginalized
were demoralized. Soon, the organization became stag-
nant and non-functional.

In 2010, the KKFI came into the picture. Despite dwin-
dling morale of the organization, KKFI was determined to
help Samantaganor stand on its own again. First, it must
win back the trust of its members. As an organizer, KKFI
staff accepted the challenge and successfully brought
back the cooperation and participation of its members.
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It was like rebuilding an old structure that required solid
reinforcement, but in this case, the additional objectives
are to mend better relationships and to provide skills. The
series of activities conducted were part of our mentoring
strategies that serve as a unifying factor in bringing back
the commitment and interest to work together.

After several years, KKFI initiatives are flourishing. This
can be gauged from the organization’s accomplishments.
The group has maintained its commitment as partner and
co-program implementers of KKFI's and Altogether for
Dignity (ATD) educational programs for the children and
youth benefiting residents of MNC.

Their organizational structure is in place, while the final
drafts of constitution and by-laws have already been pre-
pared. The group, through their membership committee,
has increased its membership up to 600 families at pre-
sent. They initiated projects to generate income to finance
the organization’s application for registration to the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission (SEC).
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And lastly, the organization held several meetings and
dialogues with National Anti-poverty Commission (NAPC)
concerning housing provision proposals for MNC resi-
dents. This is considered an outstanding accomplishment
of the organization.

This proposed housing program for MNC residents had
increased the interest of most resident to actively par-
ticipate in the organization’s activities. The organization
had already realized that the cemetery is not a place of
permanent residence for them despite the convenience
it can offer for them through KKFI community education
efforts. They knew that eviction will come at any time, es-
pecially when they least expect it.

Lilian Tiglao said she is willing to be relocated if the op-
portunity comes.

“Kung meron kaming malilipatan ay ayaw ko na dito sa se-
menteryo, walang privacy, marami pa ang masasamang
impluwensya at gusto ko na ng bahay na masabi kong
akin,” she said. (If there is a relocation site, | do not want
to live in the cemetery where there is no privacy and many
bad influences. | want a house | can call my own.)

While Praxie Villarosa said, “Mas gusto ko ma-relocate da-
hil dito laging may sona at natatakot akong magaya ang
mga apo ko sa mga kabataan na lulong sa bisyo. Mahi-
rap ang sitwasyon namin ditto. Walang mga palikuran at
maayos na tirahan. Natutulog kami sa ibabaw ng nitso at
kailangan talaga ng tiyaga.” (I would rather be relocated

because the police always search for criminals among us,
| am afraid that my grandchildren will be like the youth
here who are drug abusers. Life is difficult here - no toi-
lets and we sleep on tombs.)

While Teresa Padro and Lolita Gutierrez shared almost
the same ideas about their dream house when both of
them drew in one of our community forums. Their draw-
ings had captions saying, “Pangarap kong bahay ay kom-
pleto, mahalaga ay may palikuran at lugar para kami ay
makapagtanim ng gulay.” (I wish to have house with toilet
and a vegetable garden.)

But all of them manifested their wish to retain their liveli-
hood as workers in the cemetery. They also showed op-
timism that the NGOs and the government will continue
supporting them develop their livelihood.

At present, Samantaganor is closely working with NAPC
as the main facilitator and link to appropriate government
and financing agencies for the proposed “People’s Plan.”
This process can give the people an opportunity to pack-
age their housing plan under a people’s cooperative.

Effective management of the cooperative ensures its goal
of leaving no one behind.
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‘WALANG BARYA

Reflection of a Global Mission Fellow

My name is Henry Kibambe. | was born in the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo. When | was young, my
dream was to become a civil engineer. In 2009, | left
my country for Johannesburg, South Africa, not to real-
ize my dream, but to study business administration.

But the Lord sent me to another vocation—to be a Glob-
al Mission Fellow of General Board of Global Ministries
(GBGM) of the United Methodist Church (UMC). | was
assigned to serve for 22 months at Kapatiran-Kaunlar-
an Foundation Inc. (KKFI) in Manila, Philippines.

| arrived in Manila in September 2015 and did not have
many expec-
tations about

Serving at KKFI canteen has taught me a lot of things
about life in general that even top universities in the
world cannot teach in their curriculum because these
things are only learned by experience. Among the things
| learned are: humility and patience. Starting with hu-
mility, the people whom | work with might not have
tertiary education or formal education, but one thing |
knew for sure is that they have life experience which is
as important as formal education. So to adapt in this
new environment without missing so many learning
opportunities as a result of superiority complex, | had
to consider myself as someone who knew nothing and
had to learn everything.

So far this process of un-
learning and learning has
, yield positive results and

the coun-
try. The only
thing | knew

for sure was
that God is call-
ing me to partici-
pate in His mis-
sion and | had to
grab this oppor-
tunity to serve
Him through he

least of his

people.
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participant in His mission and change my world. Peo-
ple are affected directly or indirectly through my ac-
tions. There is nothing much one can do by being a
spectator because what he/she can offer is only his/
her opinions about certain things, but an active partici-
pant in God’s mission offers real solutions to societal
issues such as poverty and social and economic injus-
tice. | believe that sometimes our actions as Christians
are the only bible some people might have access to.

My first day working at the KKFI coop canteen | had to
find a strategy that will connect me with the people,
hence | found my favorite and key words: "Walang bar-
ya” -Tagalog words translated to English as. “no loose
change.” That helped me to connect and integrate with
local people.

gave me another perspec-

tive to life. On the other
hand they taught me patience,
too, because their mind and
thinking process might not be
as fast as mine in the aspect
of decision-making, but their
hold to valuable information
required patience on my part
to be able to get it from
them.

Of course, the canteen
has many challenges
that need to be ad-
dressed, but | like challenges because they give me
opportunities for growth both career wise as well as
socially.

| thank God for giving me this opportunity to serve his
people and congratulate myself for saying “yes” to
chance to participate in God’s mission to witness his
spirit at work and tangible presence among his people
especially the least and the lost.

And again my name is Henry Kibambe and this time
| say: “Mayroong barya,” meaning there is “loose
change.”



It was almost midnight and the search continued.
Brushing elbows with total strangers and wading
and struggling through the sea of crowd,| continued
to look for things to buy. Like other people ogling
and asking for prices from stall to stall amid chaos,
I simply wanted to complete my to-buy list and not
disappoint children Christmas.

"Whenever | see boys and girls

Selling lanterns on the streets

I remember the child, in a manger was asleep”

Whenmalls and department stores start to play this
song, peopleé knew Christmas season had arrived.
Lights and decors would show up in numbers like
the stars above. Children would startto anticipate
the Big Day. For them, Christmas, the celebration of
the birth of Jesus, means new clothes, toys, shoes,
aginaldofrom godparents, food, and fun.
"Christmas is for children,” said a friend. But not all
children enjoy the chance to celebrate the season
like, well, children.

WISH OF WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS

By Christian Love Daroy-Gagno

That's why Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc.
(KKFI), in its own little way, tries to reach out to as
many fortunata children in Pulilan town in Bulacan
as possible lessthrough its program, "WOW Christ-
mas" or Wish of Wonderful Christmas.

Avril was one of the beneficiaries of WOW Christ-
mas. Earlier, she tried to drawa bagthat she had
always yearned. She put Nowers on it and colored it.
She came to me and said, "Ate, ito po ang gusto
kosaPasko. Sana yung malaki kasi gagamitin Kopo
sana pang-school (Ate, this is what | want for Christ-
mas. | hope it will be big that | can use it for school).”

After a while, more kids came to show me what gifts
they wish to receive. We asked friends from the
office and abroad to help usgrant the wishes of the
children by playing Santa Clauses through gift-giv-
ing. And many did, making the Season for these
little ones a wonderful Christmas.

Last December 12, 2015, children from Tramo and
Looban, together with some parents. gathered in
Gilead Center. Right after getting out of the jeep
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they took to get to Gilead, they ran to the piles of gifts. Each one looked excitedly for gifts that bear their
names. Their eyes glowed, but they had to control themselves from ripping the wrappers. It was not yet time
to unwrap their gifts.

Pastor Floyd Alcantara, KKFI chaplain, led the unwrapping of the greatest gift given on Christmas - Jesus.
He led the thanksgiving worship for the reason for this season. Afterwhich, talents were unwrapped tool
Young and old, showed their talents through dancing and singing. In addition, the event was filled with
laughter and giggles during games.

The moment has arrived - the giving of gifts. Each one was looking forward to hear their names. With excite-
ment, they opened their wishes,

"Ang ganda pol (Its beautifull)” exclaimed Avril after seeing her gift. Proudly, she showed it to her friends.
She came to me and said, "Maraming salamat pol (Thank you very muchl)®

To complete the celebration, together, we feasted on the lunch sponsored by the municipal government of
Fulilan and ice cream given by Nestle. Moche Buena packs were also distributed 1o parents.

"Kaya ngayong Pasko, ang blessing ko'y kayo,
Thank you, thank you ang babait ninyo"

When | heard the kids singing the song as we end the celebration, | thought to myself, "The midnight shop-
ping in Divisoria was all worth it. My wish for the kids to have a wonderful Christmas was granted. To God
be the glory!”
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A LITTLE ACT OF KINDNESS

By Nitz E. Nicolas

“Suot ko po ang damit na bigay nyo last year (I am wear-
ing the dress you gave me last year.),” the little girl from
Manila North Cemetery chirped Mrs. Lilian Guansing shy-
ly.

“She remembers me distributing dresses last year, she
remembers my presence!” Mrs. Guansing said, ecstatic.
“Yes, | was touched by the little girl’s appreciation of this
little act of kindness. The gift was so simple and yet the
child has related the dress to me.”

It was 10 in the morning. At the gate of Manila North Cem-
etery, some member of the KKFI staff headed by social
worker Vicente Eliver met Mrs. Lilian Guansing. Vincent
Eliver is in-charge of the programs in the area.

Around 70 little boys and girls welcomed Mrs. Guansing
and Mrs. Goody Mercado, the new treasurer of the KKFI
Board of Trustees, to one of the tombs inside the cem-
etery. The children rendered songs led by their teacher,
Marianne Villarosa-Cruz.

The children were very happy when they received their
gifts. The girls were given dresses while health kits were
distributed to the boys.

It was not only the children who felt happiness that day.
Mrs. Lilian Guansing felt happy and fulfilled, too. She
said God gave her the spiritual gift of healing as a nurse.
Though she did not heal the children of their physical sick-
ness, the cheerful smiles on their faces while receiving
the gifts indicated that she was able to heal the longing in
their hearts for material things even for a short moment.

Mrs. Guansing said that she is the Parish nurse at Al-
maden Hills United Methodist Church in California, USA.
She related that she happened to read the article of Paul
Jeffrey in the October 2014 issue of Response magazine
(GBGM-Advance newsletter), about “People Living with
the Dead in Manila.” Mr. Paul Jeffrey is a freelance jour-
nalist and a fellow United Methodist. He often comes and
visits their church.

Mrs. Guansing was inspired by the article, Since then,
she felt the need to see for herself the real situation of
the children living inside the cemetery. Thus, in 2015, she
asked the helped of her close friend Mrs. Goody Mercado,
to arrange a visit to the Manila North Cemetery.

Because of her longing to give joy to children even in sim-
ple way of distributing dresses and health kits, she re-
turned to Manila North Cemetery on February 23, 2016.

She remarked, “though you cannot change the world by
small acts of kindness, your mere presence with them,
even for a short time, will have a mark in their hearts and
minds.”

She wished that the children now living at the Manila
North Cemetery will continue their education and have a
better life in the future. In addition, she prayed that some-
day their families will live outside the cemetery.

“| admire KKFI for having programs and services that
cater to the needs of these disadvantaged children and
youth; and | also admire the staff for doing this kind of
mission work,” Mrs. Guansing said.

In doing these little acts of kindness, she was reminded
of the Lord Jesus Christ’'s message in Matthew 25:40
“....whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

Mrs. Guansing handed a check amounting to P23,560.00
to Ms. Nancy C. Nicolas, KKFI Executive Director. It was
a donation from Almaden Hills United Methodist Church,
California, USA for the children’s program of KKFI.

Mrs. Guansing is a retired nurse. She graduated from the
Mary Johnston Hospital School of Nursing in 1960. Sheis
now based in California, USA, where she has been staying
since 1964.

She returned to the Philippines in 2005 and for the next
five years taught Nursing Leadership and Management
as part of Mary Johnston’s program on Balik-Turo. She
is married to the
late Alejandro Gu-
ansing, a physi-
cian. They were
blessed with four
children, who are
all became profes-
sionals and now
with  their own
families.

It is also nice to
note that Mrs. Gu-
ansing was the
mentor of Mrs.
Goodwill Mercado
at Mary Johnston
Hospital.
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NOT A MERE PHOTO-OP

By Nitz E. Nicolas

Sheila McKeehan found herself teary-eyed as she watched the children of the dumpsite in Pulilan, Bulacan.
*| cannot imaging people living in this kind of environment,” Sheila added, sad and heart-broken

=he was unprepared to see a community of people on top of a mountain of garbage. The smells that permeates
the place was foul and the surroundings full of flies. For the Kids, however, this is their playground.

The seemingly unbearable sight of the dumpsite made Sheila depressed her. She felt a deep sorrow for the kids.

sadness slowly turned to delight as she got closer, however. After wiping away the tears, her eyes were able 1o
focus of the faces of these little ones. She began to take a more detailed ook at their innacent smiles.

“It's true that watching them, it was heart-breaking. | don't care about how they ar the place smell; | just wanted
to hug them and laugh with them,” she said.

*I was so moved when | saw my son, Samuel, carrying a child as if he was his younger brother,” Sheila added. °I
saw the smile and the love on his face for children. Then | thought, this is the turning point for my son.”

She couldn't help but be amazed by the residents’ tenacity.She remembered those living inside
the Manila North Cemetery. She felt the same thing for them, too. Though poverty enslaves
them, their faith glued themn together and strengthens their resolve to go on living.

Sheila and her 1d-year-old son, Samuel, were part of the Bridges Team that visited
the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) last November 24-30.

The Bridges Project of the North Gaorgia Conference of the United Methodist
Church, USA, i5 a partner of KKFI in some of its programs and services.

At the end of the visit, the members of the Bridges Team shared their reflections
and insights.,

samuel, the youngest member of the team, said: °| was able to participate in g
same of the outreach activities of my church in the US, like the cleanliness
drive, building houses, and others. But in Pulilan dumpsite, | saw real
people and their real situation.) saw their suffering, especially

the children.”

He concluded that development work "is just like mixing cement, putting
sand and cement together and have fun while doing it.”

“I now realized that development work is not an easy job. It takes passion,
faith and a heart. 1'will always remember the kids hugged and carried in
the dumpsite,” he said.

*Yes, the experience would always have a mark in my heart.”
On the other hand, most of the members of the Bridges Team were very

thankful for the chance to participate and experience the programs and
services of KKFIl particularly the exposure in the dumpsite.
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To quote Sheila in her Facebook account:

“We will leave the Philippines with mixed emotions. |am so thankful that Samuel and | were able to take this jour-
ney together. The trip has not bean easy. We have seen much that tears at soul. There is anger and heartbreak
that we liva in a world where children live in dumpsites or with the dead. But, as one of our groups shared, what
a perfect example that out of death comes life; out of heartaches comes hope; and out of sadness comes joy.

friends we have made here are people | look up to and will strive to emulate. Their love Knows no bounds
they do not say no, but yes to challenges presented to them. We shared much with one another and | hope
ré as much of a blessing to them as they have been to us.
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CARING FOR THE ‘CARERS’

By Glenda B. Gutierrez

The Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation, Inc. (KKFI),
through its staff, takes care of children, youth, families
and communities.

But who takes care for the “carers”?

This is a valid, but rarely asked, question. After all, the
KKFI staff members are people, too. Like ordinary mor-
tals, work can drain their energy. They could feel low,
too. The management know that the staff need to re-
treat and recreate. Activities that
allows them to relax and rejuve-
nate are needed.

Foremost is the weekly Morning
Devotion—a good start for the
week. Praising God refreshes us.
We are fed spiritually and physi-
cally by the homilies and break-
fast fellowships. We are touched
by the testimonies of the staff
and some partners. God is, in-
deed, faithful to us staff as indi-
viduals and also as a family.

Spiritual nourishment was added

through retreats. One was held during the Holy Week
season on March 30, 2015. It started with a worship
service wherein the staff shared their stories of how
God had blessed them.

Indeed, God had been faithful to all of us. Each served
the Holy Communion to another by giving bread and
wine with bitter herbs. Then we were grouped by seven
and shared our hurts and stories of brokenness.

One of the staff members shared her story of broken-
ness. She has a problem with her husband who gam-
bles, drinks liquor, and smokes. She also narrated their
disagreements about the management of their small
“sari-sari” store because she wants to save a little from
the earnings each day and to buy replacement of sold
items, something that her husband would not do.

After the sharing, the next activity was piecing together
two broken clay jars to symbolize our “mending.” We
learned that no matter what we do, traces of broken-
ness will be seen. Only God can mend us

In the next group dynamics, everyone had fun passing
balls using our necks and chins. Some found it easy
but most of us had difficulty passing the balls. Then,
we watched a video of the trial of Jesus and His cruci-

fixion.

The retreat culminated with the staff writing their “sins”
in a wooden cross, which were washed away by paint
symbolizing Christ’s blood. Indeed, all of us sinned
but God cancels our sins and renews by His grace. We
prayed for each other, our leaders, our families and our-
selves. It was a blessing and everyone was spiritually
refreshed.

Another retreat was held on October
19, 2015 entitled “Sit, Walk, Stand.”
This involved with starting at where
we are and meditating on God’s
Word and declaring our needs. We
were given modeling clay to create
what we want to lift to God. Some-
one made a model of credit cards to
show her credit standing problem.
Then, everyone remembered the
blessings and enumerated the les-
sons learned in each stage of his
life. We were told to rejoice on the
fruits of our labor. At the end, we
were refreshed and encouraged to
start again and have a fresh vision
for a new beginning.

These retreats drew us closer to God and refreshed
us. But we were rejuvenated by Lakbay-Aral and team-
building at Caminho Pacific Resort in Infanta, Quezon.
The staff enjoyed the fresh air and swimming in the
sea. The staff seriously participated in the games of
soccet, volleyball, etc.

Ms. Marilou Angoluan, dormitory assistant, expressed
her appreciation. She said, “It was tiring but enjoyable.
You need to strategize on how to play the games. One
has to be creative in following instructions. One weak-
ness is met by others. Each showed caring for the others.”

Indeed, as Ms. Nitz Nicolas, KKFI Admin Manager,
said: “These activities are done to re-energize the staff.
These are times to pause for a while and reflect. They
strengthen our spirituality and fellowship with each oth-
er. We are recharged and have new outlook and ready
to face new challenges and follow the mission of our
Lord Jesus Christ to help others.”

All the staff had expressed gratitude to the activities
organized to refresh and rejuvenate us. We are ready
to care for others because we ourselves are cared for.
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AN ICON IS NOW IN HEAVEN

By Glenda B. Gutierrez

The whole Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. training for church and civic leaders, and community
(KKFI) community was deeply saddened by the organizing for farmers, fisherfolk and the urban poor.
passing of MRS. NELLIE LACSON-MERCADO on

the morning of January 13, 2016. Indeed, the On the 63rd Anniversary of the Kapatiran Newslet-
KKFI will never be the same again without this ter in 2013, an article was written on how she wept

icon. I when the KKFI faced serious financial prob-

= B . lems. She was quoted as saying, “Noong
The members of the Board of Nl . . ako ay mapunta sa KKFI, wala itong
Trustees, the management ,_~;"“ i 3 "’"'5_1_ kapera-pera.” (When | started in

h
»

and the rest of the staff of 4 . KKFI, it had no money.)
the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran J:.\'

Foundation Inc. (KKFI),
who had the privilege .,";f_
of working with Mrs.
Mercado, recoghize

her  awe-inspiring |
qualities and un- |
relenting commit- (‘.
ment in serving p
the Foundation as i
its Executive Di- ﬁ. 1
rector for 22 years *fa
(1973-1995)andas |
its Board of Trustee \.-,‘1
Member for 20 years |
(1996-2015) and
Treasurer for 14 years
(2002-2016).

.

. With a vision of self-reliance
3 of KKFI, she had been re-

sponsible for the construc-

tion of its four-storey build-
ing which houses a ladies’
dormitory and commer-
cial apartments.

She encountered difficul-
ties in the repayments of
bank loans. And as she
said, she wept and sought
the help of the Lord.

As always, God is faithful.
Funding agencies like Bread
for the World, GBGM, EZE and
others came to support the
Mrs. Mercado, a certified foundation.
public accountant, is a Mas-
ter of Business Administration g Y This building up to this day earns rev-
graduate of the University of enue for the foundation and was sub-
Chicago. She earned her B.S. sequently renamed Nellie L. Mercado
Accountancy degree, Magna Cum Laude, at the Ladies Dormitory in her honor.
University of Santo Tomas.
Indeed, Mrs. Mercado is an icon we will never forget.
When she accepted the leadership of KKFl, a Her charm and achievements will never be forgotten.
United Methodist related social development or- Her legacy of service will continue.
ganization, she was then the Vice President of
Republic Bank and taught business courses in Farewell, Ma’am Nellie. We are sure you are now in
Manila’s big universities. heaven enjoying the company of your beloved hus-
band, the late Bishop La Verne Mercado. We will take
She left lucrative jobs to serve God and His peo- it from here, with God’s guidance.
ple. She initiated programs for women and the
family, skills training for the poor, management To God be the glory!
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they took to get to Gilead, they ran to the piles of gifts. Each one looked excitedly for gifts that bear their
names. Their eyes glowed, but they had to control themselves from ripping the wrappers. It was not yet time
to unwrap their gifts.

Pastor Floyd Alcantara, KKFI chaplain, led the unwrapping of the greatest gift given on Christmas - Jesus.
He led the thanksgiving worship for the reason for this season. Afterwhich, talents were unwrapped too!
Young and old, showed their talents through dancing and singing. In addition, the event was filled with
laughter and giggles during games.

The moment has arrived - the giving of gifts. Each one was looking forward to hear their names. With excite-
ment, they opened their wishes,

"Ang ganda pol (Its beautifull)” exclaimed Avril after seeing her gift. Proudly, she showed it to her friends.
She came to me and said, "Maraming salamat pol (Thank you very muchl)®

To complete the celebration, together, we feasted on the lunch sponsored by the municipal government of
Fulilan and ice cream given by Nestle, Noche Buena packs were also distributed 1o parents.

"Kaya ngayong Pasko, ang blessing ko'y kayo,
Thank you, thank you ang babait nifnyo”

when | heard the kids singing the song as we end the celebration, | thought to myself, "The midnight shop-
ping in Divisoria was all worth it. My wish for the Kids to have a wonderful Christmas was granted. To God
be the gloryl”
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Witi-ready

Student Center

Indoor gymnasium

Canteen with attordable sumptuous meals

Library with computers (internet ready)

With spacious green lawn and wide parking space
With cable tv sel al the lobby

Walking distance from UST, FEU,UE,CEU UM &PSBA

Neon-Air-conditioned
Good for 3-4 Persons/room

Price ranges from Php. 1/700-2000/person
{Exclusive of Ulilities)

Air-conditioned Rooms

good for 4-4 persons/room

Price ranges frem Php. 4000-4500/person
(Inclusive of Utilities)

Air-condilioned Rooms

Good for 1-2 person

Price ranges from Php. 4300-5300 /person
[Inclusive of Utilities)

Seminar House Rata

Php. 500/person or Php. 1000/room
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