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well as humbling to think that three scores and five years have passed since, yet Kapati-
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lulled into complacency. Instead, this humbling occasion must motivate us to work harder
and serve more marginalized sectors of the society attain more in life.

In the pasi three years, we had improved our existing programs and developed and
implemented new innovative ones that respond to various needs of our target beneficiaries.
While we hear stories of individual program participants share how their lives were touched
and, to a certain extent, transform inte a better state, we still need to establish

and measure results and impacts of our programs and determine cost efficiency

and effectiveness.

In the recent meetings of the Board of Trustees, we attempted to define clearly the baseline
data of each progrom and target result indicators in order 1o measure results and impacts
of our interventions. We appreciale the collective efforts and wisdom of the members of
the Board who provided a clear direction for the programs to take.

In the next pages,you will read people’s stories on how KKFI
has touch their lives in a positive way.

wlan/
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The Importance of Presence
By Megan Ferrande
GJlV 2015

My journey to the Philippines began three years ago, in the summer of 2012. | say thizs not
because | was planning on coming 1o the Philippines then. In fact, | knew little about the
country. My journey possibly began even earlier, because it was then that God placed in
my heart a call 1o go to the ends of the earth. | felt a need to follow Jesus’ direction of
going into the world and spreading who He is. | read the books of Acts and saw the disci-
ples do this exact thing. They left their home and comfort to spend time in a new place
with new people.

Im 2012, | left my country for the first time to Cambodia. It was here that | felt the scary
calling of being a teacher. | racognized the passion of the young people to learn and real-
izad how truly important education is. Despite doubts I've had, | now stand reaffirmed in
my calling to teach, thanks to my two months in the Philippines as a Global Justice Volun-
teer. | feel reaffirmed not because | was that great of a teacher during my two months, or
because I've created many great lessons, but | feel reaffirmed because of the passion |
saw in the children and youth, and because of how deeply | felt towards them.

Back home in America, when | learned | would be working at KKFl in Manila, Philippines, |
really did not know what to expect. | knew nothing of the country, besides that it is made
of many islands. | was oblivious to the poverty of 50 many of the people.

Sarah Cleto, ALS student of MHEC

| feel so thankful 1o be awakened to the
reality of many of the pecple here—and
around the world. There are children who
use lrash as their playground, families
whe call a cemelery their home, youths
who struggle to find food for the day.
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Despite these glaring trials, | encountered
these people and saw smiles, hope, and
passion in their eyes. Despite such obvious
struggles, the children and youth make the
decision to be aducated through the ALS

ERR Program or other means.
W — e ———
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During lessons with the ALS students, | saw

them get frustrated at grasping a concept, or
scared fo speak English. | also saw them try,
anyway. They worked together, striving for
education and gaining it little by little threugh
continved effort and passion.

Although | thought education was my focus
here, assisting in lessons with children and
youth, | realized that my true purpose was
presence. It did not matter what | taught the
children in Bulacan Province. What mattered
was being with them, hugging them, showing
them that they matier. That little bit can make
all the difference for these children. That litlle
bit can encourage them to study and pursue a
better life.

ALS learners at MMNC

| feel so honored to be a part of such a great erganization that reaches so many people.
| feel blassed to meet so many passionate people, young and old. | feal awakened at
saeing life lived in @ way | never would have expected {in a cemetery of all places).

Although | telt many trials while here—overcoming language barriars
and cultural ditferences—I witnessed God truly lead His people.
| could not have continuved in such a new land or teach

a lesson without God’s comforting and encouraging hand.
| have seen God works in so many ways here. It's such a
comtorting thought to know despite that | live
in ancther part of the world, and have a
culture difterent from the people here,
we all have one God. And that beliet
connects us all,

Megan, Second from the right , back
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God's Work is Never Finished

By Heather Jue-Wong
GIlvV 2014

Last year | was blessed to work with the Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFl) as a
Global Justice Volunteer (GJV) for two months. | had such a fulfilling and purposeful
experience thal | knew | wanted to come back to the Philippines, specifically KKF|. Fortu-
nately my university offered a global health research training program in the Philippines
and | decided to apply. | am thankful that God provided this opportunity for me to refurn
io the Philippines and my KKFI family and the children of the Kalinga Me, KinabukasanKo
(KMKK) program in Bulacan.

Coming back after ten months, | am amazed by all the progress | have observed al KKFI
and their many social development programs. In Bulacan, project officer Love Daroy-
Gagno has started preschool classes 1o meet the educational needs of the youngest chil-
dren in the local communities. This is exciting because in addition to being taught basic
lessons like the alphabet and numbers, these children are learning Christian values and

life skills.

| am inspired by how Love personally shows each child God’s love and care, giving indi-
vidual attention to them at such a young impressionable age. One of the most fouching sto-
ries is about a particular four-year-old boy who lives at the Looban dumpsite in Pulilan
and how Love taught this child how to wash and bathe. | remember how this boy came to
our classes a year ago, always wilth smudges and a mischievous smile on his face and dirty
hands and feet.

Over the year, Love would take this child to the water pump and help
him clean up beftore each class session, Now when he sees her come
into the community to teach, he instinctively runs to the waler pump
and washes up 50 he can be clean and ready for class. This is such a
moving example of how Love cares for each child as her own and as, i
a child of God, and how KKFI| 15 sharing God’s love and

touching lives.

b

Heather, 2014 GJY second from
right with KMKK children
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KKFl is also impacting 24 children’s lives through a new scholarship program in two com-
munities in Pulilan. | oppreciate that KKF| takes a holistic approach that focuses on caring
for the child’s well-being as a whole. KKFl's programs don™t just focus on the children’s ac-
ademic success, but also their physical health, personal development, and spiritual growth.
Supporting children’s health and education haolistically is so important because it gives the
children, their families, ond their communities hope for more promising futures.
Education also provides the tools and power to change their life circumstances. One girl,
also from Looban, said she wanted to be a fashion designer a year ago. Mow, because of
the educational encouragement and tutoring she has received from the KMKK program,
she has aspirations to be a writer one day.
In coming back this year, | witnessed how the students are inspired to work even harder
and how proud they are to be KKFIl scholars, proof that KKFI is changing children’s and
families’ lives in local communities.

| also was able to attend worship service at Church of the Living Water United Methodist
Church (one of KKFI's partners in Pulilan) and | was everjoyed to see the church pews over-
flowing with children from the KMKK program.
A year ago, the children from our classes were invited to the church service for the first
time and some came; but this year, more children are attending. It's so exciting to see chil-
dren who want to come to church and are enthusiastic about wership. | was touched to see
some of them bring their parents to church services, 1oo.

There are still challenges that these children and families and communities face, but | see
so much hope and joy in their lives.
| have grown to love and care for the children I've worked with in Pulilan, Bulacan and it is

always difficult to say good bye, but | take comfort knowing that faithful KKFI staff and part-
ners are confinuing to give and receive God’s love in these communities with these children.

| am grateful to have been part of KKFl's 65th anniversary celebration recently, through which
| learned about the long history of the organization. | have also seen first-hand how much

change and growth has occurred in just the past year.

| have so much hope and faith
that KKFI will continue to do the
work Geod calls us to do by pro-

moting love, hope, mercy, and

justice with all God’s people for

-
F =l |
|

many more years fo come.




‘ﬁ}{apﬂtirﬂ.n a8 i
J

Together Today for Successful Tomorrow
By Emmanuel|l Tamang
GJV 2015

The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) called us Global Justice volunteers
(GJV's). During a week-long orientation, the GEGM ocriented us about our program,

how to be with community, solidarity, the possible culture shock we will experience,
among others. Then we flew off to the couniry of islands named Philippines. Thus, withoul
any specific goal or expectation, my journey began at the start of June.

When | arrived at Manila,l was like a boat sailing in middle of the sea without a compass.

With other fellow GlVs, we were oriented briefly at National Council of Churches in Phil-
ippines (NCCPJabout the Philippines,our various placement sites and individual tasks.

| was assigned at Kapaliran-Kaunalaran Foundalion Incorporated (KKFI), which became
my boat's compass lowards my destination.

The words "Kapatiran”and “Kaunlaran® speak volumes. It connotes fulfilling the obliga-
tion of brotherhood in today's community. A challenging prospect, indeed!

| found in KKFI staff o group of people coping and lifting vp each other physically, men-
tally and spiritvally to cross over the fences of distractions and obstacles in order to gain
a common goal for the betterment of community.

| am so glad that | got an opportunity to be a part of KKFI family.

Education is key in bringing drastic changes in a person and the society, this we know.
Life without education is completely dark. Still, illiteracy is still prevalent for various
reasons.The Alternative Learning System (ALS) pregram for out-of-schoal youth provid-
ed by KKFI is one of the effective and helpful methods to boost education system to
eradicate illiteracy. It is also a common ploce where youths from different classes and
age groups join fogether in hope of successful tomarrow.

It's my great pleasure that | got an opportunity to be with
ALS students of KKFI in Pulilan, Bulacan. | learned that it
15 @ much-needed chance for them to create a brighter
future for themselves.

It's quite difficult to teach youths from different levels to-
gether bul their struggling spirit to learn motivated me
averytime.

Emmanuel, teaching @ MNC B
—— == __
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What we sow, we reap. The character of a person reflecis whatever he or she learned

during his or her childhood.

Pulilan is a place where | want to stop so that | could be with those kids all the time.
Though their lives were full of struggles and challenges, the kids were always smiling from
the middle of pain and scarcity just thinking of beiter tomorrow.

They were always eager to know.They constanily encouraged and motivated each other.

It was always an inspiration 1o see them build relationship, care and love each other.
Though we speak different languages (making it hard 1o communicate with each other),
the signs of love came in action to overcome that barrier.

| don't know much they learned from me but | definitely learned much more from them.

The Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc.
(KKFI) is an example organization for
transforming communities through genera-
fions. | am so blessed to be part of KKFI.
' Volunteering with KKFI is one of the most
memorable and life-changing experience
for me.

Togetherness with awesome people from
KKFl and Gilead Center made my journey
more significant. May our small effort
become life-changing for others.Then the
phrase"Together Today for Successful
Tomorrow"® will achieve its true meaning.

Emmanuel, teaching ® Church of the Living water UMC

Our problems may be bigger but 3
our God is greater than our = _
problems. God maokes everything ";i =" : - / . |
beautiful in his time. | see God's ; > 8 3

mission through caring others
who are in need.

From the Philippines,

my journey continues.
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17 LONG YEARS @ HUGH WILSON HALL

by MNitz
Wheo would want to slay in a dormitery for
students for 17 long years? A student, might
spend from four to six years tops, but 17
years?

Believe it or not, a young lady doctor stayed
at the derm of Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Founda-
tion Inc. (KKFI) called the Hugh Wilson Hall
once upon a time, starting late 1970s,

in fact. Actually, she stayed in KKFl a year
longer than she did in her hometown,
Olongapo City.

Mo wonder Dr. Marie Pearl Cabrera-Francis-
co called the Hugh Wilson Hall *my home.”
She said she enjoyed her stay al the dorm
immensely all though out for almost

two decades.

Dr. Marie Pearl said the canteen’s foods
were like those her mother prepares at home.
Even how the dorm’s house mothers tock care
of her reminded her of her ewn mother’s
unwaovering affection.

She remembered how the house mothers
would encourage the dorm residents to study
well. Though at times they were strict, the
residents knew that it was their way of disci-
plining them.

She added that at the dorm, inter-rooming
was prohibited to ensure privacy among stu-
dents, especially at night. The house mothers
would always see to it that everybody was in
their respective rooms during bed time.

/ =

E. Nicolas

Visiting hours lasts only for an hour starting
al 4 o’clock in the afterncon. After that visi-
tors were not allowed anymore. She was a
freshman Psychology student at Far Eastern
University in 1978. She continued her stud-
ies, fook up medicine proper and graduated
in 1988. She could have transferred to a
more expensive dormitory after finishing her
medicine studies, but she decided to stay at
KKFI Hugh Wilson Hall. She went on 1o earn
her residency training on Family Medicine at
the Far Eastern University (FEU)Hospital until
1995,

Dr. Marie narrated that during her time at
Hugh Wilson Hall, all residents were required
to eal breakfast at the huge dining hall.
Before breakfast was served at & in the mor-
ning, an article from the Upper Room was
red. The Chaplain assigned each resident to
read.

The huge hall had plenty of study tables with
a piano. The sound of the piano, particularly
to Dr. Marie who played the piano herself,
helped them unwind from the school require-
ments. Actually, that was something she was
proud about, what she considered to be her
greatest contributions to KKFl—that she
became a pianist for 17 years at the dorm
during worship services and in every event
conducied in the dorm. Alsc as a medical siu-
dent, she helped residents who were sick and
ill. She found it fulfilling to do such acts of
service fo other people.

During her time, the Chaplain conducted
various activities and ministries among stu-
dents. Bible Study sessions, prayers, and
vesper servicesavery Wednesday and Sunday
helped them grow spiritually. Dr. Marie said
her relationship with God grew intimately
during this time.

Other activities at Hugh Wilsen Hall which
they really enjoyed were the welcoming of
students in mid-June, the organization of stu-
dent council in July. September is the big
sister and small sister activity (monite-moni-
ta). December was the traditional Christmas
dinner wearing formal dresses. The manth
of February was a Valentine Day dance at
the gym, while March was recognition day
heneoring graduates and awardees among
the residents. These activities made the
relationship of the residents closer and
stronger."We are a family at KKFI, | was
really at home!l” she reminisced. She fondly
remembered the lime when the Kapatiran
managemen! provided dormers with tele-
phone lines. She was reviewing for the board
examination at that point and access to other
reviewees outside the dorm made life so
much easier for her.

Truly, Kapatiran, she said, was a place
where Christian values are formed compared
with other dormitories around the University
belt which are run in a businass like.

“It's nice to be home againl | missed this
place. It has been 20 years now since | lefi
KKFL," said Dr. Maria.

She and her husband, Mabini Francisceo, with
theirl5-year-old daughter, Katherine, came
last June 16 from Stockton, California to visit
KKFI. The Franciscos were with members of
a medical mission team

R R
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She came 1o know that Kapatiran has
changed a lof since her dorm days. During a
talk with Execulive Director Mancy C. Nico-
las, she learned about the expanded minis-
iries of KKFI, especially to the disadvantaged
children and youth. She said she was
challenged to come back.

“Lord willing, our medical mission team will
come back lo help KKFl in one of its projects
and ministries,” Dr. Marie said.

She said she would be thrilled to attend a re-
union with old residents of Hugh Wilson
Hall. She said that the KKFI dorm have pro-
duced so many doctors, dentists, lawyers
and even o beauty gqueen.

*Her name is Lorna Legaspi of Ceniro Esco-
lar University. She won the Mutya ng Pilipi-
nas for Miss Asia Quest in 1988-198%," she
recalled. Her ultimate dream for Hugh
Wilsen Hall, a candidate for National Heri-
tage Award, is its renovation. She was sure
former residents like her would chip in fo a
renovation fund.After all, whe wouldnt want
“her home" 1o be renovated?
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Lapu-Lapu’s Homeland
By Christian Leve Darey-Gagne

Knowing their poverty, | have learned my own poverty.With all the questions | have,

Strong foul smell welcomed me as | walked in a place called “Looban.”lt was surreal, to | don't know the answers. But | am humbled with the joy that these people possess amidst
say the Igﬂgi; ggmg[hing | g.|-||'r saw on 1V iﬂl‘l‘l-*p'ﬂ'l:kﬂ'd Pl‘ﬂhlﬂl"l'IS.. | am overwhelmed h"f the love ”"II"GUQ"I the little ﬂﬂgﬂlS in this

| had a glimpse of it only once or twice when | passed by the area and heard about it community. And | have come to know what HOPE is when | hear children express their
from pecple who have been there. But being actually there, for the first time, was quite an dreams. The persons like Lapu-lapy may live at the dumpsite but God

experience. has not dumped their lives.

“Life, indeed, is a party here,” | told myself, “that is, if you are a fly or a rat.” As | finish my term as young adult missionary of the =i
In Looban, families live together in shacks beside piles of garbage. After all, they make a General Board of Global Ministries, | am nof the e
living through scavenging whatever they can find that has value. change-maker but | am a life that was changed. &
There | met Lapu-lapu. Mo, he is not a fish but a little boy who happens to find joy in | am not the champion but those people who

swimming and playing in the sea. Hence, the monicker. There’s one problem, though. The have taught me there is life beyond

water that is Lapu-lapu’s “second home” is full of garbage. corporate world. | have shared

When there is no class, you can find him playing there with his friends while both of his my faith but the faith of the people =

parents are gathering scraps. His face was full of dirt when | first met him. He was a little | met has helped my unbelief. = J

shy but there's something in how his eyes glow that | noticed. Kids like Lapu-lapu matter. T

He became part of the tutorial service of Kalinga Mo, Kinabukasan Ko (Your Care, God's love for them transformed e :;:

My Future), a program that caters to children-at-risk in Pulilan, Bulacan. Love like me.| cannol assure 1:; :

Every Thursday, it's my appointed time to teach these children. Every fime | come, one or that Lapu-lapu will be out 15.__:} -~

two of these kids are naked. Litile ones’ faces are painted with dirl. Most of them have of the dumpsite soon. But for now, _j,,__:a!'lr

grown comforiable being kissed by flies. My teaching job goes beyond its job description. lel me respond to what | am called: 3

e sl . . : . it
Caregiving was +|:m:|r! of |1t, including bathing and 1uk|ng_ their booger and earwax out. “Jasvs, however said, "Let the Titla i
As | do my mission in this place, God has brought me into uncomfortable situations that -

children come 1o me, and stop keeping
broke me, pushed me, and even made me angry. them away, because the kingdom from

Why do these people need to experience an awful life* Why children cannot have a decent hoavan balintis §6 saokls. (ke theaa.n You
playground or a place to live? Or why can their parents not provide the care they need? (Matthew ]?_.:;4! P a o A =
Where is the justice for these children? : —

“We toco need to protect, guide, and en- n 'F’"'
Should | blame the parents who have no choice but attend to the hungry stomachs than courage our young people, helping ¥
sanitation? Should | blame the government who does not provide adequate housing? them to build a society worthy of their N~
Should | blame the society? Can | blame God? great spiritual and cultural heritage. PR
“You still lack one thing. Become a beggar. This is what you still lack. Learn how to beg. Specifically, we need to see each child ‘
This isnt easy to understand. To learn how to beg. To learn how to receive with humility. as a gift to be welcomed, cherished, v i :
To learn to be evangelized by the poor, by those we help, the sick, orphans, they have so and protected. And we need to care for e
much to give us. Have | learned how to beg? Or am | self-sufficient? Do | think | need our young people, not allowing them to
nothing? Do you know you foo are poor? Do you know your own poverty and your need be robbed of hope and condemned io . : =
to receive? Do you let yourselves be evangelized by those you serve? This is what helps life on the sireets.” (Pope Francis) ﬁ ¥} 7

you mature in your curr:r?l;’rman;: to EIL'H’]E to others. Learn how to open your hand from Lapu-Lapu among -‘_'Ii-h
your very own poverly.” (Pope Francis the sea of garbage

/ﬂ\_‘
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The Stories of Eight ‘Passers’

By Vicente Eliver

Lloyd Ronguille, 15, is a learner from the Manila Morth Cemetery. He said he passed the
exam for elementary because he learned a lot from ALS. He dreams of becoming an
engineer someday.

Eight out of 33 learners from the third batch of separate classes held in KKFI main office
in P. Paredes Streel, Sampaloc, Manila and at the Manila Morth Cemetery the same city,
passed in the Acceleration and Equivalency Examination held on January 25, 2015.

The Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI], through its Development and Protective
Services Program, started in August 2011 in partnership with Sta. Mesa Heights Unifed
Methodist Church (UMC), the Department of Education (DepEd) and the people’s
organization of MNC,

Vincent Eliver, Social Weorker, compares ALS in the communities like the Manila North
Cemetery fo picking pieces of shottered glasses and putting them together.

“We pick pieces like attitudes and aptitude levels and encourage the learners to improve
and focus on their studies. These pieces are slowly pieced together to make o whole.
They are also advised to keep away from vices and bad influence from friends,

Their achievement inspired the successful learners to go back to school. The following v ElS i
ver said,

are the testimonies of some of them:

The KKF| takes pride of the eight “passers” as it pledged 1o continue supporting those
who failed. “We will train them in massage therapy and beauty care to earn a living.

We are proud that all of them developed their leadership skills and improved their
self-confidence,” he concluded.

Lorilyn Seswin, 19 years old,a learner from the Paredes class said: “The ALS classes
gave me a chance to finish my high school studies. | knew the Accreditation and Equiva-
lency Examination would be difficult so | persevered and studied well. My passing is the
happiest moment in my lifel

Lorilyn’s sister, Jovely, 22, shared:There are quite a number motivations for me to pass
the ALS exam. My desire is to improve my life, my family ond loved ones’, especially my
mother. | offer my achievement, firstly,to God and, secondly, to my mother who never
failed to support me despite my shortcomings.

Michelle Parana, a mother at the age of 16 years old, said; “| will not pass on this
chance of having free education at KKFI. | want to learn in order to continue and im-
prove the fish-selling business | started in the province.”

.-l;l‘,]j.l'_ . of Eight Passers
with Vicente Eliver RSW

Alyssa Marie Ocampo, 22,is a very dedicated learner from P. Paredes Street in Ma-
nila.She is now a first year college student taking up Information Technelegy at Manila

University.This is how she feels about her achievement: “| stopped schooling a long time
ago because of peer pressure. | thought | would not be able to finish school, but with the
help of ALS, | learned that | can do a lot more. | was able to learn therapeutic massage

and cosmetology. During an ocutreach activity in Pamarawan, Bulacan,l was overwhelmed
by the praises and thanks of the pecple that | forgot my fatigue and was overjoyed.”

Lofialyn Seswin i
R
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